A    THatT&AIvrD    YEARS*

Europe, but all except Poland were welded inta
nations by leaders of foreign origin. Russia was
founded by the Nor mans y Bulgaria by the Turanian
tribes, and the first Bohemian State by Samo, a
French merchant. The original founder of the
Polish State was a Polish prince named Ziemowit
who founded the Piast dynasty, and who was
obeyed by several tribes. His grandson, Mieszko
(960-992), was already a powerful prince.

The conflict between Germans and Poles wa$
then already in progress. Mieszko was defeated, and
in 963 swore fealty to Emperor Otto I. In 966 he
accepted baptism and two years later the first
bishopric was established in Poznan, his capitaL In
973 Otto, at the peak of his power, held court at
Quedlinburg and many princes attended with much
military pomp, such as had not been seen since
Charlemagne a hundred and fifty years before.
Mieszko came to settle before the Emperor a^dis-
pt$e with Margrave Hodo. It had been Hodo's task
to pacify the heathen Slav tribes in his March on
the left bank of the middle Oder, but he was
attacked by Mieszko and so crushingly defeated
that he barely managed to escape with his life.
The Polish prince, denounced to the Emperor,
pleaded that Hodo ought to have known that the
territory in question was not heathen, as he,
Mieszko, had been baptized years before and had
also converted his people to Christianity with the
aid of priests from the neighbouring country of
Bohemia* Further, he had sworn fealty to the
German Emperor and was paying his tribute